
DARE UK
Breaking barriers, building community: Exploring DARE UK 

community groups

Lunchtime Public Webinar, 20th July 2023



Agenda for today

12:00-12:05: Welcome
              Westley Igbo, DARE UK

12:05-12:25: What are DARE UK community groups, and how can you get involved?
            Balint Stewart, DARE UK

12:25-12:40: Case study: the UK Trusted Research Environment (TRE) Interest Group

              Hari Sood, The Alan Turing Institute

12:40-13:00: Q&A and discussion



• Please remain muted at all times, unless invited to ask a question during the 
Q&A session

• To ask a question during the Q&A session: please use the ‘raise hand’ function 
if you wish to ask a question out loud; or you can ask your question via the 
Chat box before and during the Q&A session

• During the discussion, please remain respectful, do not interrupt others and 
ensure any questions or comments remain on-topic

• Please keep your video off during presentations – you are encouraged to turn 
your video on during the Q&A/discussion session

• The webinar is being recorded

House Rules



DARE UK (Data and Analytics Research Environments UK)
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“How should a national data research 
infrastructure be designed so that sensitive 

data can be connected and analysed in a 
secure, flexible, efficient and sustainable way 

for public good?"

What question are we trying to answer?



What are DARE UK Community 

Groups?

Balint Stewart, Programme Manager, DARE UK delivery team



In a single word or short phrase, describe 
what makes a community

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



In a single word or short phrase, describe 
what makes an organised community 
effective

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



How might community cohesion scale with size?

Prof. Robin Dunbar

www.ippl.org
https://www.psy.ox.ac.uk/people/robin-dunbar 

Non-human primate group size 
correlates with brain size, the bigger the 
brain of the primate, the bigger the 
group size. So what about humans?

Humans?
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Social group size

Orangutan
Rhesus macaque

*dummy data

http://www.ippl.org/
https://www.psy.ox.ac.uk/people/robin-dunbar


What is the estimated number of stable relationships a human 
can sustain at any one time ('Dunbar's' number)?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Infrastructure (TREs) Data Public benefitResearch
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Information 
Governance 
professional
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Policy maker

Member of 
the public

Power in Numbers: The motivation for DARE UK 
Community Groups
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DARE UK Community Groups (The ‘what’)
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Modelled on the Research Data Alliance community groups: open invitation for people to submit 
proposals that align with the DARE UK vision and objectives

Community Charter Code of conduct

Common, 
specific 
purpose

Clear rules 
and 
expectations

Co-Chair leadership

Identifiable, 
motivated 
leadership for
community 
coordination 

Open publishing

Transparent

https://www.rd-alliance.org/


Different kinds of DARE UK community groups for different 
functions…

1) Interest Groups

2) Working Groups



DARE UK Community Groups: The ‘How’ How do you become a DARE UK Community 
Group?



Why put forward a proposal for a DARE UK Community Group?

Secretariat support Comms support
Funding to 
support events

Public-facing 
website 
presence



Plans to pilot provision 
of public-facing website 
presence for DARE 
UK Community Groups



Our Community Groups will be just part of an already thriving 
ecosystem: we want to simplify and not complexify the 
landscape!

Cross-Government and Public Sector Data 
Science Community



For more information see https://dareuk.org.uk/our-
work/dare-uk-community-groups/ or email 
enquiries@dareuk.org.uk

https://dareuk.org.uk/our-work/dare-uk-community-groups/
https://dareuk.org.uk/our-work/dare-uk-community-groups/
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